
Reasonings from Revelation

 

The significance of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead cannot 
be overemphasized! The crucifixion of Christ was of signal impor-
tance, and cannot be underrated. The bodily resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead on the third day likewise cannot be minimized. But 
Christ in the ascended position is the most significant. In the words 
of the apostle Paul: “Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes 
for us” (Romans 8:34). It is this Jesus who has risen from the dead 
and who has ascended who meets with the apostle John in the 
book of Revelation.

•	 “Do not be afraid” – The Christ appears to John “in the Spirit” as One who resembles 
the High Priest, and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. “And when I 
saw Him,” says John, referring to what is transpiring in the vision, “I fell at His feet 
as a dead man” (Revelation 1:17). When any vision of the glory of God appears to 
any of the prophets or even Saul of Tarsus on the Damascus Road, the awesomeness 
of that brightness and glory is overwhelming. Saul falls to the ground, Ezekiel falls 
on his face, and John falls down as a dead man. “And He laid His right hand upon 
me,” the apostle records of his being at the Lord’s feet. Then the Christ spoke, “Do 
not be afraid.” The great and awesome Jesus laid His hand on John to reassure him, 
and then encouraged him in the midst of that brightness, allaying John’s fears. The 
Almighty is communicating that His saints are welcome in His awesome presence!

•	 The living One – Jesus states to John, “I am the first and the last, and the living One” 
(Revelation 1:18). Before there was time (and what human brain can really process 
that concept?), the great I AM always was, “Him who is and who was and who is 
to come” (Revelation 1:4). Jesus, as “the first and the last,” is making that claim as 
well. Furthermore, He adds that He is “the living One.” John, in his gospel account, 
put it this way, “In Him was life, and the life was 
the light of men” (John 1:4). Jesus, appearing to 
John in the Apocalypse, is revealing Himself as 
the source of all true eternal life.

•	 Alive forevermore – “I was dead,” re-
asserts the Lord Jesus, “and behold, I 
am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death 
and of Hades” (Revelation 1:18). There were 
other resurrections recorded in the scripture, 
but Jesus is the only One who is permanently 
raised from the dead, “alive forevermore.” All 
others await the general resurrection from the dead on the last day. Hades (the Old 
Testament equivalent is Sheol) was divided into two parts, according to Jesus in His 
description of the rich man and Lazarus following their physical deaths (Luke 16:19-
31). The “good” part of Hades was termed Paradise by Jesus in His conversation with 
the “good” thief (Luke 23:39-43), whereas Hades is the continuing term for the part 
that contains those who are in agony in the flame. Jesus, with “the keys of death and 
Hades,” opened the way of release to those regarded as faithful. “When He ascended 
on high,” is how Paul quoted from the Old Testament prophecy, “He led captive a 
host of captives” (Ephesians 4:8). Jesus in His ascension took those who were “down,” 
broke the bars of Hades, and led the captives “up to Paradise” (2 Corinthians 12:2-4). 
Praise God that the resurrected Christ used those keys; otherwise all saints would 
be forever locked away from the presence of God!

This powerful and shining One then instructs John, “Write therefore the things which you 
have seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall take place after these things” 
(Revelation 1:19). This, then, is the introduction to the seven major visions which follow in the 
book of Revelation.
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“Now on the next day Moses went into the tent of the 
testimony; and behold, the rod of Aaron for the house 
of Levi had sprouted and put forth buds and produced 

blossoms, and it bore ripe almonds.”
-- Numbers 17:8

He does search 
“the minds 

and hearts.”

“For this reason we also constantly thank God that 
when you received the word of God which you heard 

from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for 
what it really is, the word of God, which also performs 

its work in you who believe.”
1 Thessalonians 2:13
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