
Reasonings from Revelation

 
This letter (Revelation) was sent to the assemblies of the saints of 

the seven congregations of Asia, the Roman province occupying what 
is now the western tip of Turkey. Someone would read this letter aloud 
to the congregation, and those in the congregation would have enough 
attention span and enough discipline to listen to the whole letter in 
one sitting! Hence, “Blessed is he who reads” (the designated reader) 
“and those who hear the words of the prophecy” (the brethren in each 
congregation). The blessing, however, is conditional. “Blessed,” says 
John, are those who “heed the things which are written in it; for the 
time is near” (Revelation 1:3). Heed is the way the NASB translates the 
Greek word akouo (from which our English word acoustics is derived); 
the thrust of the translation is that those who hear, understand, and act 

appropriately will receive God’s reward and bypass the curse coming on the disobedient. 
•	 From the Father – The apostle begins the greeting with these words: “John to the seven 

churches that are in Asia” (Revelation 1:4). He then follows with a fairly standard 
expression, “Grace to you and peace...” This grace and peace, interestingly, is from the 
“three.” The first listed here is “from Him who is and who was and who is to come.” In 
this context, this is greetings from the Father.

•	 The “seven Spirits” – The second listing is “from the seven Spirits who are before His 
[the Father’s] throne.” In the straight-forward non-apocalyptic letter to the Ephesian 
brethren the apostle Paul had written that there is “one Spirit,” just as there is “one 
Lord” (referring to Jesus), and “one God and Father of all who is over all and through 
all and in all” (Ephesians 4:4-6). Thus when the language of Revelation is “seven Spirits,” 
the message being transmitted is that the number “seven” is the code number for unity 
or completeness; there are not literally “seven 
Spirits.”

•	 Jesus Christ – The third one in the listing is “from 
Jesus Christ.” “Jesus Christ” has a string of titles 
tied to His name:

- “The faithful witness” – During the years of His earthly 
sojourn, the Lord referred to His bearing witness 
to the truth. “Truly, truly,” said He to Nicodemus, 
“we speak that which we know, and bear witness 
of that which we have seen; and you do not receive 
our witness.” He buttressed His point with this 
statement, “And no one has ascended into heaven but He who descended from heaven, 
even the Son of Man” (John 3:11,13). If Jesus’ “witness” on earth is true, certainly His 
“witness” from heaven is also true. He is “the faithful witness.

- “First-born of the dead” – While other resurrections are recorded in scripture, the only perma-
nent resurrection is that Jesus Christ. Hence He bears the title “first-born of the dead’ 
because all others are awaiting His second coming to receive their resurrection bodies, 
either to eternal life or to eternal punishment.

- “Ruler of the kings of the earth” – The first century Christians suffered greatly, first at the 
hands of the Jews, then later at the hands of the Romans. Furthermore, the word of God 
indicates that most Christians in most places at most times will suffer. How encourag-
ing it is, then, that the Lord Jesus has the position of “ruler of the kings of the earth.” 
The earthly governors and kings will one day answer to Him who is sovereign over all!

- “Who loves us” – Jesus’ love for each saint is manifest in His dying for them on that cruel 
cross, never to be forgotten by the formerly “lost sheep.”

- “Released us from our sins” – The price was high, but He took our sins on Himself, and gave 
us eternal life in exchange.

- “Priests to His God and Father” – What a privilege it is for each child of God by faith to be able 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices which are acceptable and desired by the Father! Serving 
under the High Priestly ministry of Jesus Himself, the faithful priests of true Israel offer 
their bodies as living and holy sacrifices.

Certainly, then, in every respect, through Jesus Christ to God the Father, “to Him be the glory 
and the dominion forever and ever. Amen” (Revelation 1:5,6).
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