
The Epistles to the Evangelists
 

The openings, and especially the closings, of epistles such as 
this one to Titus, are valuable for special information. They give the 
modern reader the assurance that these are real letters, written to 
real brethren, often at a time which can be tied to the record of the 
book of Acts. Personal details about Paul come to the surface, as well 
as information about the people in the congregations to which he is 
writing. By God’s design, they give the letters the ring of authentic-
ity necessary to shut the mouths of the scoffers and doubters of the 
present age. There are too many threads in too many directions and 
too many interconnections for these names, places, and events to be 
anything but real history.
l	 Artemas and Tychicus – Here the apostle makes mention of 

two men, saying, “When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you...” (Titus 3:12). This is the 
only mention of Artemas in the scripture, but he must have been very trusted. Tychicus 
was one of the men guarding the offering from the Gentile churches to the poor saints 
in Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). He was a hard-working saint, apparently from Ephesus, and 
entrusted by Paul with some important missions and ministries.

l	 Wintering in Nicopolis – After mentioning Artemas and Tychicus, the apostle goes on to 
say, “make every effort to come to me at Nicopolis, for I have decided to spend the winter 
there” (Titus 3:12). Nicopolis (getting its name for the Greek word for victory nike) was 
established by Octavian (soon to be Emperor Augustus) in 29 BC to celebrate his defeat 
of the combined naval and land forces of Mark Antony and Cleopatra in his battle to be 
Emperor. It is on the west side of the Grecian main peninsula, and opposite the “boot heel” 
of Italy across the Ionian Sea. So after Paul was under house arrest during which time he 
wrote the letter 1 Timothy, he was released and 
eventually made his way to Nicopolis. Nicopolis 
is not far from Illyricum, where Paul indicated in 
his letter to the Romans that he had preached the 
gospel there. This is possibly Paul’s last winter as 
a free man rather than being imprisoned.

l	 Two more men – The apostle gave Titus further 
direction. “Diligently help Zenas the lawyer and 
Apollos on their way,” he advised, “so that nothing 
is lacking for them” (Titus 3:13). This is the only 
mention of “Zenas the lawyer,” but the Apollos is 
probably the same “mighty in the scriptures” preacher who followed Paul into Corinth. 
The teamwork here is instructive, showing the positive interactions with men like Titus, 
who was “diligently” to work to get what provisions and finances those two laborers 
needed.

l	 Pressing needs – Titus personally would not have the resources necessary for Zenas and 
Apollos. “And let our people also learn to engage in good deeds,” further noted Paul, 
“to meet pressing needs, that they may not be unfruitful” (Titus 3:14). Brethren need to 
be taught to be generous, and to realize that supplying the wherewithal for the gospel 
to go forward must be a priority. God can and will supply, but it is clear that He wants 
to use willing people in that process.

The apostle closes: “All those who are with me greet you. Greet those who love us in the 
faith. Grace be with you all” (Titus 3:15). It is an interesting variation is his close that he uses the 
expression “love us in the faith.” The fellowship of the faith and participation by faithful brethren 
is a key part of God’s plan.

The letter to Titus is a rapid-fire set of instructions, covering everything from instructions on the 
eldership to warnings about encroaching Judaizers. Saints—male and female, young and old—are 
to exhibit in their lives the doctrines of God. They are to turn away from the deeds of darkness and 
recognize that they have been saved by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit. 
And there is a major emphasis on the brethren’s need to be zealously “engaged in good deeds.”

This instruction and encouragement to Titus stands out, and is a signal for all other evangelists: 
“These things speak and exhort and reprove with all authority. Let no one disregard you” (Titus 2:15).
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Closing out Titus

“Let our people also 
learn to engage in 

good deeds, to meet 
pressing needs.”

“...and the earth opened its mouth and 
swallowed them up along with Korah, 

when that company died, when the fire 
devoured 250 men, so that they became a 

warning.” 
-- Numbers 26:10

And Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go 
and prepare the Passover for us, so that we 

may eat it.”
Luke 22:8
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