
The Epistles to the Evangelists
 

Exemplary character is what puts power behind spoken words. 
No one particularly listens to what are properly called “light weights” 
because of their lack of consistency, of talking much but getting 
nothing done. This is true especially if the speaker is going to be 
exhorting others in the area of discipline; when people feel a little 
pressure to do better and be more, their natural tendency is to look 
for character flaws in the person from whom they feel the pressure. 
If Timothy, then, is going to be preaching on godliness, following 
Paul’s instruction of “prescribe and teach these things,” he is going 
to need to provide leadership himself in these areas in order to secure 
a hearing and a heeding.
l Youthfulness – As a younger man, Timothy would find it harder 

to find traction in exhorting older men. But Paul tells Timothy not to let that hold him 
back, exhorting him with these words: “Let no one look down on your youthfulness” 
(1 Timothy 4:12). In order to make that operative, the apostle adds, “show yourself [as] 
an example of those who believe.” Example is hard to argue with!

l Speech – The apostle then specifies to Timothy some of the areas to which Timothy 
should pay close attention in his personal conduct, and the first one which shows up 
is speech. What a person says, and how he says it, are critical components in building 
relationships and spreading the gospel. “Let no unwholesome word proceed from your 
mouth,” Paul had enjoined upon the Ephesian brethren, “but only such a word as is 
good for edification according to the need of the moment, that it may give grace to those 
who hear” (Ephesians 4:29).

l Conduct – Another area the apostle puts to the fore is conduct. Conduct can be a little 
hard to define in words, but a saint who is in the right places at the right times, who 
knows how to lead when appropriate, to follow to make the teamwork effective, and 
positively to interact with brethren, would be exhibiting the kind of conduct the apostle 
calls for from Timothy.

l Love – A major area of Timothy’s positive example 
would be love. Love of the lost and love of the 
brethren cannot be overlooked. This, of course, is 
Biblically defined love, with the honest concern 
for each person’s eternity at the core.

l Faith – Timothy’s faith would be exhibited in his 
faithful participation in the assemblies where he 
taught and preached. But “faith” is bigger than 
that. It would involve his willingness to take on 
new challenges, such as coming into Ephesus to 
work as an evangelist. This faith would require 
Timothy to “prescribe and preach” necessity of godliness to the brethren, to stand for 
sound doctrine, to take the gospel to the lost, to go into the synagogues and potentially 
suffer persecution. The brethren would need to see Timothy as a man of courage and 
conviction, who continually moved forward in the face of any opposition.

l Purity – The necessity for Timothy to possess purity in thought, in deed, and in motive 
cannot be overstated. The wisdom, for example, that Timothy would need to exhibit 
in his conduct would be the heavenly wisdom, which is described by James as first of 
all “pure” (James 3:17). If Timothy’s mind were to drift off the pure things of God, it 
would render him ineffective in the spread of the gospel, and possibly cost him his own 
salvation.

As in all Christian endeavor, but especially in the work of an evangelist, character counts! 
Because the preaching of the word is so important in the plan of God in saving souls, Satan jumps 
in and gets his false preachers into the mix. On the surface, they can seem genuine. But if a person 
were to look intently at the character qualities Paul calls on Timothy to exhibit, the fakes show very 
quickly that their speech is off the mark, their conduct underneath the surface is sinful, they have 
no true love for the saints, they don’t have the faith of Christ as their guide, and they definitely do 
not have pure motives. It is critical, then, for Timothy and for all who would follow in his steps, to 
“show yourself an example of those who believe.”
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Announcements: 
Spiritual Warriors’ Weekend - Oct. 28,29
Theme: “Defending the Faith”
Bible Bowl - Mar. 11, 2023
Ladies’ Advance - April 13-15, 2023
Men’s Peaks - July 20-22, 2023
Family Camp - Sept. 1-4, 2023

“Follow through in 2022!!”

September 11, 2022

Wednesday Night (9/7) — 84
Butte Lord’s Day — 11

 GF Lord’s Day  — 15 at Gf, 78 at FC Wed. - 55

AttendAnce LAst Week: (App. 550 At FAmiLy cAmp!)

Bozeman -
Wed. night, 7:00 pm:
Epistle of Titus 
Phil Sutton

Great Falls - 
Wed. night, 7:00 pm: 
Jay Wilson – “Sanctifica-
tion”

Question of the week:
 When God spoke through Isaiah as recorded in chapter one, He spoke of 
His people’s having their dross smelted away. In that context He gave His coming 
holy city a name. What was it?

Last week's question: When the apostle Paul speaks of our being established, being sealed and having 
received the Spirit as a pledge [of our proper resurrection], he also said that God did something. What was 
that? Answer: He “anointed’” us (2 Corinthians 1:21,22).

 Bible School — --
 Morning Assembly — 161
 Evening Assembly — --

Christ’s Church
Meeting at

30 Red Fox Lane — Bozeman
2902 17th St. S. — Great Falls
Holiday Inn Express — Butte

Great Falls
Prayer and fasting Sept. 18

Bozeman
School begins - Mon. Sept. 12

BozemAn - 8:45 - Matthew Wilson
9:00 am - classes
10:00 am - Assembly
 Prayer med - Andrew Wallace
 L.S. - Cliff Renner
 Preaching - Luke Wilson

 L.d. evening 7:00 pm -
 *dAnieL

 L.S. - Andrew Wallace
 greAt FALLs - 2:45 - Stan Zech

3:00 pm - classes
4:00 pm - Assembly
 St’dship - Cody Kruck
 L.S. - Jon Reijgers
 Preaching - Jay Wilson

Butte - 7:30 pm - Classes
 8:15 pm - Assembly
  L.S. - Jay Wilson
  Preaching - Jay Wilson
Bozeman
Sept. 17 - Young Adult Fellowship, 
6:00 pm; Girls and Guys night

Butte
Sept. 18 - Fellowship dinner 6:30 pm
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