
Acts Alive …

Of Jesus it was written: “I will make you a light of the Gen-
tiles” (Isaiah 49:6). But the torch-bearers in the early church—with 
1500 years of separation from the Gentiles firmly impressed in their 
minds—would only take the message of the light to the Jews and their 
relatives, the Samaritans. Thus for ten years after the coming of God’s 
kingdom recorded in Acts 2, the Gentiles continued to sit in darkness.

The Father, or course, had already selected for Himself an apostle 
to the Gentiles. Of this man—Saul of Tarsus—Jesus said, “Go, for I 
will send you far away to the Gentiles” (Acts 22:21). God had already 
laid the basis for expansion to the Gentiles in moving the church out 
of Jerusalem. The persecution that arose in connection with Stephen 
had spread the church into Judea and Samaria. The apostle Peter, in 

fact, was already on the coastline at Joppa. With the preparations made, once again Jesus handed 
the keys of the kingdom to Peter, who had opened the door of salvation to the Jews on Pentecost.

The following events then took place in which salvation was loosed for the Gentiles, and 
Satan in consequence bound:

-- An angel appeared to a Roman centurion named Cornelius in the city of Caesarea, 
and told him to send for one Simon Peter, who was staying at the house of Simon the 
Tanner in the city of Joppa. Cornelius sent two servants and one devout soldier to bring 
Peter.

-- The following day Peter, up on the rooftop praying before lunch, had a vision of un-
clean animals on a blanket let down from heaven, and was told to arise, kill, and eat. 
When his response was that he had never eaten anything unholy or unclean, he was 
informed that, “What God has cleansed, no longer consider unholy” (Acts 10:15). Thus 
the seed was sown in his mind for the acceptance of the “unclean” Gentiles.

-- At this point, the messengers from Cornelius arrived. The Holy Spirit spoke directly 
to Peter, saying, “Arise, go downstairs, and accompany them without misgivings, for I 
have sent them Myself” (Acts 10:20). Peter therefore invited them in to stay overnight, 
and on the day following went with them to Caesarea.

-- At Caesarea, Cornelius had gathered a crowd of 
relatives and friends in anticipation of Peter’s 
coming. When the apostle arrived, he explained 
that, while it was not lawful for a Jew to associ-
ate with a Gentile, God had shown him that he 
should not “call any man unholy or unclean” 
(Acts 10:28). He then proceeded to preach the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, the first 
time this had happened in the history of the 
world!

-- While Peter was preaching, stating specifically 
that “everyone who believes” in Jesus receives 
forgiveness of sins, the Gentiles present were immersed in the Holy Spirit just as the 
apostles were on the day of Pentecost (as evidenced by the Gentiles “speaking in 
tongues and exalting God”). The result was that Peter stated: “Surely no one can refuse 
the water for these to be immersed who have received the Holy Spirit just as we [the 
apostles] did, can he?” The Gentiles were then immersed in Jesus’ name (Acts 10:47,48).

-- But all was not well in Jerusalem. There the Jewish saints were upset at Peter for go-
ing to the uncircumcised and eating with them. When Peter explained everything to 
them (his explanation of what had happened verified by six Jewish brethren who had 
accompanied Peter to Caesarea), the saints in Jerusalem glorified God, saying, “Well 
then, God has granted to the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life” (Acts 11:18).

God, who sent Jesus to die for the sins of all men, took matters directly in hand and, through 
Peter, sent the message of salvation to the Gentiles. With the attesting sign of the immersion in 
the Holy Spirit,  as verified by six Jewish brethren, the disciples of Christ were now prepared to 
accept Gentiles as their brethren in Christ. The “Lord of all” was marching His gospel forward

Jay Wilson!

I must lIve among the sons of men, 
whose teeth are spears and arrows, 

and theIr tongue Is a sharp sword

Welcome to the Gentiles

the lord 
of all was 

marchIng hIs 
gospel forward

“The Pharisees questioned his 
parents, saying, ‘Is this your son, who 

you say was born blind. Then how 
does he now see?’ ”

John 9:19
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