
Acts Alive …

The death of Stephen and the resultant persecution of the church 
caused those early Christians to go everywhere preaching the word. 
So the gospel went to Samaria and into Africa. But the gospel had not 
yet gone to the Gentiles; the Ethiopian was a Jew, and the Samaritans 
were distant relatives of the Jewish people. A couple more stages in 
the development of God’s plan were necessary before the Jewish 
Christians were prepared to take the gospel to the Gentile world, to 
carry the good news to the remotest part of the earth.

God, however, was not idle, and His judgment and His salvation 
were not asleep. His mighty outstretched arm reached into the middle 
of the pack of the most rabid persecutors of the church—the Phari-

sees—and selected for Himself an apostle. And not only an apostle, but an apostle to the Gentiles!
It happened like this:
-- A hot, zealous young Pharisee named Saul from the city of Tarsus in the Roman prov-

ince of Cilicia (in what is now south central Turkey) had pretty well cleaned out all 
the Christians (called “disciples of Christ” early in the book of Acts) he could find in 
Jerusalem.

-- This same young Pharisee received letters from the High Priest of the Jews to the syna-
gogues in Damascus to the effect that if he found any followers of this Jesus, he could 
bind them and bring them to Jerusalem for trial.

-- Jesus blinded Saul as he approached Damascus (though his eyes were open, he could not 
see because of something like scales had formed over them). The Lord regarded Saul’s 
persecution of the saints the same as if he were personally attacking Christ Himself. 
“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” was 
the charge. 

-- The reason Saul was persecuting the early 
church because the good confession that “Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God,” is a declaration 
that Jesus is Lord and God. Saul (though he had 
heard the preaching of Stephen) could not believe 
that the great Yahweh whom he thought he zeal-
ously served could have taken human form. The 
disciples of Christ were proclaiming that Jesus’ 
resurrection from the dead established that core 
truth. Thus when the voice stated that the Possessor of that voice was being persecuted, 
Saul wanted to know to whom he was speaking.

-- When the voice answered, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” then Saul of Tarsus 
knew that the proclamation of Jesus’ resurrection was true, and that Saul personally 
had been diametrically opposed to the will of God hounding the saints and voting to 
put them to death. When the (now believing, repentant, and confessing Jesus as Lord) 
Saul of Tarsus wanted to know what to do, the Lord told him to go into Damascus and 
someone would be sent with proper information.

-- The Lord then appeared to a Jewish disciple of Christ named Ananias and convinced 
him that he should go to this Saul. Ananias went to Saul, laid his hands on him so that 
he might receive his sight. This was the signal to Saul that this was the one with the 
correct information. After being told to “arise, be immersed, and wash away your sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord,” Saul arose and was immersed.

-- Saul immediately began preaching Jesus as the Son of God, to the amazement of both 
the Jews and the followers of Christ. He kept increasing in strength in his proclamation, 
so much so that the Jews now tried to kill this former violent persecutor of the Way.

When Ananias first heard from the Lord that he was to visit this Saul, he was somewhat hesitant 
to go. But the Lord assured him, saying, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My 
name before the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; for I will show him how much he must 
suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts 9:15,16). The Lord was now ready for His name to go into all the 
world, even at the cost of intense suffering on the part of His name-bearers. The “beat” must go on!
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An Apostle to the Gentiles

“He is chosen…to 
bear My name before 

the Gentiles and 
kings and Israel.”

My soul is among lions; I must lie 
among those who breathe forth fire, 

even the sons of men

“The Jews therefore did not believe it of  
[the blind man] that he had received sight, 
until they called the parents of the very 
one who had received his sight.”

John 9:18



“Getting the Lord’s work done in 2021!!”

Pentecost - May 23, 2021

Wednesday Night (5/19) — 90 
Butte Lord’s Day — 18

 GF Lord’s Day  — 50,61, Wed. - 60

AttendAnce LAst Week: 

Bozeman -
Wed. night, 7:00 pm: 
Phil Sutton on 1 Peter

Great Falls awards - may 26
missoula awards - may 26
BillinGs awards - may 26

Great Falls - 
Wed. night, 7:00 pm: 
Awards and Graduation 
ceremony

Question of the week:
 What was the name of the mountain overlooking the plain of Jezreel where 
King Saul met his end?

Last week's question: When Jesus spoke of the Lord’s Supper in the gospel according to John in terms of 
eating His flesh and drinking His blood, He spoke of something “on the last day.” What was it? Answer: The 
Resurection (John 6:54) .

 Bible School — 104
 Morning Assembly — 119
 Evening Assembly — 62

BozemAn - 8:45 - Joe Shanahan
9:00 am - classes
10:00 am - Assembly
 Prayer Med. - Gary DiPaolo
 L.S. - Phil Sutton
 Preaching - Luke Wilson

 L.d. evening 7:00 pm -
 L.S. - Jeff Landsgaard
greAt FALLs - 2:45 - Levi DuPaul

3:00 pm - classes
4:00 pm - Assembly
 St’dship - Brad Smith
 L.S. - Caleb Wilson
 Preaching - Jay Wilson

Announcements: 
Badlands Family Camp - May 28-31
Lancaster, OH, Family Camp - May 28-31
MT Youth Camp - June 13-18 (look for reg. forms 

by  April 30)
Men’s PEAKS - July 22-24, 2021
2021 Family Camp - Sept. 3-6

Christ’s Church
Meeting at

30 Red Fox Lane — Bozeman
2902 17th St. S. — Great Falls

400 W. Park St. — Butte

Great Falls - 
Potluck following assembly - 

Lord’s Day, June 6

Butte - 7:30 pm - Classes
 8:15 pm - Assembly
  L.S. - Jay Wilson
  Preaching - Jay Wilson

Bozeman - 
Prayer & fasting - May 22,23. Pot-
luck May 23

Butte -
Fellowship dinner before assembly 
June 20
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