
Lots of Love from the Letters of John …

Edgar Guest wrote a poem about how he would rather see 
a sermon than hear one. God knows, however, that the sermon 
really and truly must come first; otherwise the proper action with 
proper motive will not be forthcoming. People can perform acts of 
kindness without being particularly scripturally directed. So God 
needed to inject His knowledge into the world by revelation (for 
our time, the completed Word of God) in order for men even to 
begin to know what love, especially God’s love, is. “For since in 
the wisdom of God,” the apostle Paul informed the Corinthians, 
“the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God 
was well-pleased through the ‘foolishness’ of the message preached 

to save those who believe” (1 Corinthians 1:21). The knowledge of God and the knowledge of 
God’s love must begin with the preaching before there can be any meaningful demonstration 
of that love to the lost and to the brethren.

n	 Love is not merely theoretical – Love for the soul of the other person and caring 
about his eternity is paramount. But there is a danger that this love can become 
very theoretical in the mind of the one who is supposed to love his brother; because 
love of the other person’s soul is in the realm where there is no visible evidence, the 
possessor of “love” can actually deceive himself. He can say to himself and others 
that he is loving, but because his love is in the ethereal realm, he is not going to 
lift a finger to help that other person in the physical realm. The apostle John stops 
that sort of thinking with these words: “But whoever has the world’s goods, and 
beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of 
God abide in him?” (1 John 3:17). God loves the inner man of 
every member of the human race, and really 
wants the proper eternity for each; but God also 
provides for the outer man as well. True love is 
going to evidence itself in caring for the whole 
person. True love will not “close its heart” to a 
brother in physical need.

n	 Getting past the talk – It is a well-known say-
ing and obvious truth that “talk is cheap.” The 
apostle then exhorts the first century brethren, 
“Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth” 
(1 John 3:18). It seems that whenever John wants to bring up an elementary but 
important point, he uses the phrase “little children.” All the kids are supposed to 
process this! It is interesting that the apostle not only talks about loving “in deed,” 
but he also brings up loving in “truth.” This is an inclusive caring, a caring about 
the physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual needs of the brethren in ways that 
really count.

n	 Knowing we are “of the truth” - The true Christian periodically engages in a little 
self-examination. Warnings from the scripture come to the saint’s mind, such as 
“Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!” (2 Corinthians 
13:5). Others pertain not only to the saint’s standing in regard to his eternity, but 
also to his participation in the body of the Christ. “I say to every man among you,” 
adverted the apostle Paul, “not to think more highly of himself than he ought to 
think; but to think so as to have sound judgment” (Romans 12:3). When the dis-
ciple of Christ loves others in word, tongue, deed, and truth, then he presents the 
complete package as an offering to God. John says, “We shall know by this that we 
are of the truth” (1 John 3:19).

Edgar Guest said that he would like to see a sermon rather than hear one. The true 
Christian would make sure that Edgar Guest heard the truth as well as seeing the truth in 
action. “Let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth!”

Jay Wilson

Hear my prayer, O GOd; 
Give ear tO tHe wOrds Of 

my mOutH

“And so they were saying to Him, 
‘Where is Your Father?’ Jesus an-

swered, ‘You know neither Me, nor My 
Father. If you knew Me, you would know  

My Father also.’ ”
John 8:19

The disciple of 
Christ loves others 

in word, tongue, 
deed, and truth.
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at his “being set aside to do the work of an evangelist”
48th St. Church of Christ

Billings, MT

“In Deed and in Truth”
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