
Lots of Love from the Letters of John …

Jesus, the Life, was “with the Father.” It is worthy of significant 
pondering to consider that the Lord Jesus had to leave that position 
“with the Father” to make it possible for the believing/obedient among 
mankind to have their own personal fellowship “with the Father.” 
The core of John’s eyewitness testimony, then, is that Jesus suffered 
and died in bearing the sins of mankind, then rose on the third day 
from the dead, and ascended to glory on the fortieth day following 
His resurrection. “The Life,” he asseverates, “was manifested to us.” 
Since that Life was manifested to John and his fellow apostles, it is 
their duty and delight to proclaim that manifestation, that others 
might participate in the life also. 

t	 Fellowship — The apostle John’s clear desire is that the lost and the brethren have 
“fellowship” with him, and, as participants with the apostles, to have fellowship with 
God. While John does not specify how this fellowship is attained in the first place, 
it is clear that he and all the apostles preached the same gospel and taught the same 
doctrines. Hence that fellowship with the Father can only be accomplished as the 
believing individual repents, confesses Christ as Lord, and is immersed in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of his sins and to receive the gift of the indwelling 
Spirit. Anyone claiming to have fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ apart from 
this heartfelt obedience to the gospel is making a false claim; fellowship with God is 
experienced only on His terms. It is worthwhile to again note this statement from the 
apostle: “What we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may 
have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His 
Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3). This is the only fellowship with eternal benefits.

t	 Joy — The scripture’s description of joy usually involves some sort of relationship-
building. Reconciliation of lost souls to the Father is one of the listings of joy, as 
illustrated in one of Jesus’ parables. “There will be more joy in heaven,” said the 
Lord, “over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who 
need no repentance” (Luke 15:7). This joy also 
extends to the faithful saints who survive the 
fiery trials of faith that come to their lives and 
yet they still maintain their fellowship with 
God. “For who is our hope or joy or crown 
of exultation?” the apostle Paul rhetorically 
queried. “Is it not even you, in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus at His coming. For you are our 
glory and joy” (1 Thessalonians 2:19,20). The 
apostle John—working, praying, preaching to 
preserve the salvation of the brethren so much 
in danger of being pulled in the direction of the 
antichrists—in all sincerity expresses his heart: “And these things we write, so that 
our joy may be made complete” (1 John 1:4).

t	 Danger — The danger to the brethren was imminent and powerful. The antichrist 
movement began within the church, and hence was like a traitor working from the 
inside. “They went out from us,” John observes later in the epistle, “but they were not 
really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they 
went out, in order that it might be shown that they are not all of us” (1 John 2:19). 
Because they worked from within, they were able to obtain positions of influence, 
and then lead many others out of the true church with them. Satan was thus working 
to redirect their souls into the broad path of destruction.

These dangers and movements have not ceased to work. Sometimes the modern names 
have changed, but the false doctrines and the deceitful techniques have continued to function 
down to this day. Modern saints need to pay attention to these movements and modern anti-
christs, and heed the words of the apostle John. “And these things we write, so that our joy may 
be made complete!”

Jay Wilson

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a steadfast spirit within 

me

Joy Made Complete
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