
Comfort/Encouragement from Second Corinthians …

The apostle Paul laid his life on the line for the souls of the 
brethren in Corinth, and not only in Corinth but also for all the 
brethren everywhere he preached. Since he suffered in labors, 
in imprisonments, beatings, and incarcerations for the sake of 
their eternities, he naturally is very concerned when even one of 
the brethren is in danger of losing his salvation because of being 
sucked back into sin. As he explains, “Who is led into sin without 
my intense concern?” The battle is not just on an individual basis, 
but it can be on a larger scale as well. “There is the daily pressure 
on me of concern for all the churches,” Paul in his integrity had 
mentioned. This battle against the prince of darkness who can 

disguise himself as an angel of light is on all fronts at all times. Part of that battle was the war 
against the character and doctrines of the apostle Paul.

t Back to “boasting” — Paul again goes back to his somewhat tongue-in-cheek 
comment about his “boasting,” and in the process introduces the next phase of his 
comments originating from this stream. “If I have to boast,” he remarks, “I will 
boast of what pertains to my weakness” (2 Corinthians 11:30). What follows, then, 
is quite a discussion on the “weakness” that Paul experienced in order to keep him 
from exalting himself. “The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, He who is blessed 
forever” says the apostle in all sincerity, “knows that I am not lying” (2 Corinthians 
11:31).

t Example — After Paul’s immersion at the hand of Ananias near Damascus, Paul 
immediately began preaching in the local synagogues. He indicated in his letter to 
the Galatians that he then went to Arabia for three years, where he apparently was 
privileged to walk, by direct revelation, through the same events in the earthly sojourn 
of Jesus that the other apostles experienced directly. Following this he returned to 
Damascus, where he describes the events there to the Corinthian brethren. “In Da-
mascus the ethnarch under Aretas the king was guarding the city of the Damascenes 
in order to seize me, and I was let down in a 
basket through a window in the wall, and so 
escaped his hands” (2 Corinthians 11:32,33). 
The language the apostle uses is indicative 
of what could have happened in Damascus 
under the king had he not been able to free 
himself: Paul “escaped his hands!!” Hidden 
in a basket let through a window in the city 
wall; how weak is that!

t Awesome revelations — The next item on 
Paul’s reasoned presentation to the Corinthi-
ans has to do with some awesome revelations 
he received. “Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable,” he comments, refer-
ring to the fact that the enemies of the gospel pushed him to the point where he 
has to bring these things up in order to silence the opposition, “but I will go on to 
visions and revelations of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 12:1). What follows is his state-
ment concerning his being “caught up into Paradise,” where he heard inexpressible 
words and experienced “the surpassing greatness of the revelations.” 

The experience of being caught up into Paradise was so overpowering and surreal that 
Paul describes it in almost third person terminology. “Boasting is not profitable,” he had in-
troduced this section, “but necessary.” Speaking, then, as if the man who saw the visions was 
another person, the apostle goes back to the ”boasting” issue. “On behalf of such a man I will 
boast,” he avers, ”but on my own behalf I will not boast, except in regard to my weaknesses” 
(2 Corinthians 12:5). Can the enemies of the gospel match any of this? Clearly not, and once 
again their mouths are shut.
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