
Boasting about the Gift

This “bountiful 
gift” would be a 

pretty large chunk 
of change.

For when the rich man dies, he will carry 
nothing away; his glory will not descend 

after him

“Not that any man has seen the 
Father, except the One who is from 
God; He has seen the Father. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, he who believes 
has eternal life.”

John 6:46,47

Chad Danielson providing some comfort for Damon Larsen
with some big help from one of the family dogs

Monday night Bible study at the Danielson residence
Great Falls, MT

Comfort/encouragement from Second Corinthians …         
 

The apostle Paul was personally very involved in the collection 
for the poor Judean saints coming from the Gentile congregations. 
When he met with Peter and John and the others in Jerusalem 
concerning whether the Gentiles needed to be circumcised and 
keep the Law of Moses, it was clear that Paul was to keep going 
to the uncircumcised. “They only asked us to remember the poor,” 
he recalled, “the very thing I also was eager to do” (Galatians 
2:10). As part of his history of bringing “alms to his nation,” Paul 
was personally committed to taking a very “generous” offering 
from the Gentile congregations of Macedonia, Achaia, and other 
provinces. In taking this collection from these brethren, he was 

openly enthusiastic and optimistic about their participation, which 
he called “boasting.”

s	 “Your readiness” — Paul is confident in the Corinthians’ participation in this offering, 
but he is also in the mindset of “trust, but verify.” “For it is superfluous for me to 
write to you about this ministry to the saints,” he affirmatively and positively states, 
“for I know your readiness of which I boast about you to the Macedonians, namely, 
that Achaia has been prepared since last year, and your zeal has stirred up most of 
them” (2 Corinthians 9:1,2). He has been lauding what he believed to be the efforts 
of the brethren from Achaia to the Macedonians, and the Macedonian brethren were 
stirred to at least match what they thought the Corinthians were doing. The apostle 
trusts—he says it is “superfluous” for him to write—but he is also going to verify.

s	 Sending the brethren — Paul had previously made mention of Titus’ being one of 
those coming to assist in readying the collection. 
“Consequently,” he had earlier penned, “we 
urged Titus that as he had previously made a 
beginning, he would also complete this gracious 
work as well” (2 Corinthians 8:6). Coming back 
to that point, he continues the thought, “But I 
have sent the brethren, that our boasting about 
you may not be made empty in this case, that, 
as I was saying, you may be prepared” (2 Cor-
inthians 9:3). He doesn’t want his “boasting” 
to be premature.

s	 When Paul comes — Paul’s plan was to come to Corinth when the timing was right, 
and do his part in collecting this offering, as well as whatever other ministrations he 
could accomplish. As he would be making this his last trip through the area and making 
his way to Jerusalem, he thought that others would probably be traveling with him. 
Conscious of that, as he speaks of the Corinthians’ being prepared, he expresses his 
concern, “lest if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we (not 
to speak of you) should be put to shame by this confidence” (2 Corinthians 9:4). He 
wants to verify their preparedness so that, in other words, he won’t be embarrassed.

s	 Reiteration — Paul usually has a team of men working with him, in this case in-
cluding Titus. “So I thought it necessary,” he emphasizes, “to urge the brethren [the 
team] that they would go on ahead to you and arrange beforehand your previously 
promised bountiful gift, that it might be ready as a bountiful gift” (2 Corinthians 
9:5). It was important that everything not only be ready from the Corinthians, but 
also be organized and ready to load onto the ship to get it to Jerusalem. If all that 
organization has to be done when Paul arrives (to say nothing of trying to do the 
same thing at all the other collection locations), then that would be a huge waste of 
the preacher’s time.

This truly “bountiful gift” would be a pretty large chunk of change. Paul has indicated his 
confidence in the size and readiness of the gift in his “boasting” to the Macedonians at Philippi 
and Thessalonica. The indications are that he was not disappointed, and he was not put to shame 
by the brethren. May it be so today!

Jay Wilson
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