
Comfort/encouragement from Second Corinthians …         

The apostle Paul has gone to great lengths to show the breth-
ren in Corinth his openness toward them, and to appeal that they 
likewise be open to him. Early in the epistle he is very personal 
with them. “I intended to come to you,” he had stated, “that you 
might twice receive a blessing.” The apostle also commented on 
some of the strong measures he had taken, asserting “that to spare 
you I came no more to Corinth,” giving them time to put their re-
pentance in motion. He gave them instructions on receiving back 
a wayward brother, then went on to beg the saints themselves to 
“be reconciled to God.” Paul had further emphasized, “our heart 
is opened wide … in a like exchange, open to us also.” Thus he 
presented to them a variegated set of appeals for their openness 

and for the furtherance of the gospel.
n Make room — The apostle Paul continues on his theme for his fellowship with them 

on an honest and true basis. “Make room for us in your hearts,” he calls out. “We 
wronged no one, we corrupted no one, we took advantage of no one” (2 Corinthians 
7:2). That the apostle would have to bring to their attention matters of this level—
wronging, corrupting, taking advantage—is an indication of some of the charges 
against Paul floating around the congregation, and why he is working so hard to get 
the brethren to be honest about themselves and about some changes they may need 
to make.

n Openness, not condemnation — Jesus Himself, during the years of His earthly so-
journ, made it plain that He came to turn man in the right direction, and salvage as 
many as possible. “For God did not send the Son of Man into the world to judge 
the world,” He informed all who would listen, “but that the world should be saved 
through Him” (John 3:17). The world was al-
ready lost and already judged; Jesus came to 
bring the solution. In the same way, the apostle 
is communicating that his desire is to help 
solve their spiritual problems. “I do not speak 
to condemn you,” he encouragingly states, “for 
I have said before that you are in our hearts to 
die together and to live together” (2 Corinthi-
ans 7:3). The apostle thus re-emphasizes his 
willingness to die for their eternal souls.

n Reaffirming confidence — The apostle Paul, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
had rebuked the brethren, had coaxed them forward, had pleaded with them, had 
encouraged them. Through their challenges, he had loved them and never given up 
on them. Even now he writes, “Great is my confidence in you, great is my boasting 
on your behalf” (2 Corinthians 7:4). Herein is the heart of this great preacher of the 
gospel revealed; he continues to believe that they will power through their difficul-
ties and achieve spiritual victory in the end. Furthermore, he is willing to use the 
word “boasting”; he not only has the confidence on a quiet basis, but he is willing to 
shout it to the world. And how encouraging would that expression of confidence be 
to the struggling brethren!

It is important to recall that Paul really laid down his life for the brethren in Corinth. Al-
though he did not undergo the sufferings there that he experienced in other locations, he was 
willing to face them. He is excited to express, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, his belief in 
the positive outcomes of their futures in Christ. “I am filled with comfort,” says he, in this vein, 
“I am overflowing with joy in all our afflictions.” That type of belief, that type of encourage-
ment, that type of positive perspective is what kept the apostle Paul moving forward each day 
with the gospel of glory, in spite of the afflictions he mentions. He believed the words he wrote 
in his first epistle: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that  your toil is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 15:58).
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