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The outer man is decaying; there is no way to get out of this 
life alive in this mortal body (even the physical bodies of those 
alive at Jesus’ coming will be changed). This is an issue with 
which many people struggle. Over this writer’s lifetime, he has 
seen many of those who are clearly entering the last years of their 
earthly sojourn angry or frustrated over the fact that the body 
just isn’t going to get any better or any stronger. God, of course, 
mindful that we are but dust, is the One who offers the realistic 
perspective. His words, iterated through the apostle Paul, cannot 
be overstressed: “We do not lose heart—though our outer man is 
decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day by day.” If the 

saint focuses on the realm of what he can see, which includes the decaying outer man, he will 
get very discouraged. The only positive solution for not losing heart is to continue to strengthen 
the non-decaying inner man. 

n Nature of the earthly house — The word of God uses the word “tent” to describe 
the earthly body. Tents are temporary and comparatively fragile; hence the use of 
tent to describe the temporary housing of the eternal soul of man is not only descrip-
tive but educational in that it helps the saint to understand the small value of that 
which is temporal. “For we know,” avers the apostle Paul, “that if the earthly tent 
which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God—a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens” (2 Corinthians 5:1). “Dust you are,” the Maker 
had said to Adam, and thus to all Adam’s descendants, “and to dust you shall re-
turn” (Genesis 2:19). So this earthly house of dust, made of the chemicals from the 
ground, shall return to the disorganized basic 
chemicals in an action described as “tearing the 
house down.” Because the flesh is part of the 
material universe, it is subject to all the laws of 
and vagaries of what we call nature: friction, 
gravity, momentum, disease, death, and decay. 
The Second Law of Thermodynamics guaran-
tees that continued energy input is necessary 
to maintain a constant level, and much more 
energy is required for improvement. Hence, 
Paul notes, “For indeed in this house we groan…” (2 Corinthians 5:2). Again, he 
emphasizes, “For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened…” (2 
Corinthians 5:4). If the only thing that the individual has is the earthly house, there 
is no real source of overcoming the groaning. 

n The eternal house — There is therefore a tremendous contrast between the earthly 
house and that which is eternal. “We have a building from God,” Paul has eluci-
dated, “eternal in the heavens.” Receiving the new resurrection body, for which we 
long, is described as being “clothed with our dwelling from heaven” (2 Corinthians 
5:2). The contrast between the earthly tent and the eternal dwelling is so stark that 
Paul graphically says with regard to the resurrection body, “inasmuch as we, having 
put it on, shall not be found naked” (2 Corinthians 5;3). Nakedness, not having yet 
the dwelling from heaven…!! Again, the apostle adds, “because we do not want to 
be unclothed, but to be clothed, in order that what is mortal may be swallowed up 
by life” (2 Corinthians 5:4). 

In many ways the word of God communicates that a major driving force for the Christian 
is his desire to share in the positive resurrection of the dead. “In this earthly house we groan,” 
asseverates the apostle, contrasting that with our “longing to be clothed with our dwelling from 
heaven.” “Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God,” are Paul’s encouraging 
words, “who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge” (2 Corinthians 5:5). This indwelling Spirit, given 
at the saint’s immersion into Christ, is God’s guarantee that he will receive the positive resurrec-
tion from the dead. What better guarantee could there be? 

Jay Wilson
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