
God, in the city’s palaces, has 
made himself a stronGhold

Consciousness in the Inner Man

the disciple 
should fix his 

attention on “the 
thinGs not seen.”

“One of His disciples, Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, 
‘There is a lad here with five barley 

loaves and two fish, but what are 
these for so many people?’ ”

John 6:8
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Comfort/encouragement from Second Corinthians …                
                                 

The apostle Paul was excited that the gospel of Christ was 
spreading to more and more people in his day! But the cost to 
him and his fellow proclaimers was high. Persecuted, afflicted, 
and struck down, these men kept right on preaching and teach-
ing the gospel of the glory of Christ, and those who obeyed the 
gospel were overjoyed at the grace of God which was brought to 
their lives. This joyful thanksgiving thus redounded to the glory of 
God, and Paul was able to share in their thanksgiving to God and 
their giving glory to His name.
t Not discouraged — In the face of such personal pain and per-
secution, the apostle is able to maintain a positive attitude. For the 
benefit of the Corinthian brethren, and for all those of later gen-

erations who would read this epistle, he states, “Therefore we do not lose heart” (2 
Corinthians 4:16). Part of the reason for his not losing heart (being discouraged) is 
that the gospel is spreading to more and more people. But another factor is his focus.

t Renewal of the inner man — It is important to restress that there is an inner man, 
especially for the Christian. The outer man lives in the world of the tangible, where 
all the physical elements of existence with their challenges and appeals must be dealt 
with. Hence there is a constant consciousness of the issues that are pressing on the 
outer man. But with the inner man, it is different. Because the inner man cannot 
be detected by anything in the physical realm, the inner man can be forgotten or 
neglected; an “out of sight, out of mind” phenomenon develops. Not so with the 
apostle. He is conscious that “though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man 
is being renewed day by day.” This is the type of revelation that an apostle would 
receive directly from the Holy Spirit. Without the information given in the scriptures, 
modern saints would not be able to say with precision that there is an outer man and 
that there is an inner man, that each individual consists of soul and spirit as well as 
possessing a body, that it is out of the heart of man that evil proceeds rather than 
something embedded in his flesh. The outer 
man, then, obviously decays, but the inner 
man is strengthened and renewed by God’s 
Holy Spirit on a daily basis! What a tremen-
dous source of encouragement that is.

t Seeing correctly — Here is the apostle Paul, 
stoned and left for dead some fourteen years 
ago, encouraging the brethren to think about 
their inner man. Was his head still somewhat 
misshapen? Did he occasionally suffer mi-
graines? Was his eyesight impacted? While we 
don’t know the answers to those questions, if 
those were issues he had to work through, we 
know what his focus was. His words can greatly help saints of this present time 
who must suffer persecution or physical ailments: “For momentary light affliction 
is producing for us an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, while we 
look—not at the things which are seen, but—at the things which are not seen” (2 
Corinthians 4:17,18). The things which are not seen are the things in the spiritual 
realm, the realm which can only be “seen” by the eye of faith as revealed in God’s 
holy word.

Part of the major purpose of God has been to produce a people “born from above” whose 
interest is in the things “unseen,” whose interest is in the spiritual realm as contrasted to those 
whose interest is in the things of the flesh. Because they see with “unveiled face,” they see the 
glory of God in the face of Christ and all that is connected with that. “The things which are 
seen,” expounds the inspired apostle, “are temporal, but the things which are unseen are eter-
nal.” Properly processed, it is easy to see where the disciple of Christ should fix his attention.

Jay Wilson
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