
 For the Lord Most High is to be feared, 
a great King over all the earth

Only those with 
“unveiled face” 

can be trans-
formed in the 

inner man.

“You search the scriptures, because you 
think that in them you have eternal life; 
and it is these that bear witness of Me; 

and you are unwilling to come to Me that 
you may have life.”

John 5:39,40

Mark Miller, of Missoula, MT, serving as judge
Lorenzo Serrano, of Billings, MT, serving as timer

2018 Bible Bowl
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With Unveiled Face
Comfort/encouragement from Second Corinthians …                
                                 

Abraham dispatched a trusted servant to go back to his peo-
ple and get a wife for his son Isaac. Rebekah agreed to go with 
the servant, and undoubtedly with high hopes enjoyed the camel 
caravan from Paddam-Aram to the area that would become the 
Promised Land. As the troupe approached the locality of Isaac, Re-
bekah asked who the man in the field was. When the response was 
that the man was the master (Isaac), “she took a veil and covered 
herself” (Genesis 24:65). Until the man and wife were united, there 
was a veil between them. While there is no direct New Testament 
reference back to this, it is interesting that until a person is united 
with Christ in immersion, there is a veil of separation between that 
individual and Christ.

l Involvement of the Spirit — The new covenant, Paul had noted, was not a covenant of 
the letter but was the covenant of the Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:6). The letter—the Law—
produced slaves. “The present Jerusalem,” the apostle thus asserted to the Galatian 
brethren who were struggling with the Judaizers in their midst, “is in slavery with 
her children” (Galatians 4:25). What, then, is the distinguishing seal or mark of those 
who are free instead of in slavery? It is the indwelling Spirit!! “You,” adverted Paul 
of all who became Christians, “were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise” 
(Ephesians 1:13). Hence he pens these words to the Corinthian brethren, “Now the 
Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (2 Corinthians 
3:17). Only those who are indwelt by the Spirit of the living God are free; the rest are 
still in slavery to sin and the rudimentary principles of the world.

l With veil removed — “The veil,” notes the apostle Paul, “is removed in Christ.” 
Those who have been immersed into Christ—those who have been immersed ac-
cording to Acts 2:38 for the forgiveness of sins and the reception of the indwelling 
Spirit—are now positioned to see what God wants them to see. “But we all,” animad-
verts the apostle, “with unveiled face beholding 
as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to 
glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor-
inthians 3:18). The bride of Christ, on an indi-
vidual basis, in union with Christ, now has the 
veil removed and the inner person of each Chris-
tian beholds the actual glory of the Bridegroom 
Himself.

l Transformation — Here, in 2 Corinthians 3:18, 
is recorded the only mechanism for the trans-
formation of the inner man. There is no amount 
of human effort that can transform the inner man; there is no set of self-help books 
or programs that will touch what is on the inside. This is something only God can 
do. But He does not accomplish such change without the willing participation of the 
individual who desires to be saved by the faith revealed in the scriptures. When the 
saint, with face now unveiled due to his immersion, beholds the glory of the Lord, the 
transformation process occurs. 

Paul uses the expression “beholding as in a mirror.” In 1 Corinthians 13:8-12, as the apostle 
talked about the gifts of the Spirit such as special knowledge, tongues or foreign languages, or 
prophesying, he spoke of those as passing away in connection with the coming of “the perfect 
thing.” The perfect or complete thing, was in this case the completed word of God, which came 
into existence as the apostle John wrote his last contributions and as the gifts of the Spirit—given 
through the laying on the apostles’ hands—died out. The completed New Testament writings are 
thus referred to as a mirror into which a person could see clearly, as contrasted to Paul who at the 
time of 1 Corinthians’ writing could only see somewhat unclearly. The mirror, then, that shows 
clearly the “glory of the Lord” is the completed New Testament. Only those with “unveiled face” 
can behold that glory, and only they will be transformed in the inner man.

Jay Wilson
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	 After	Jesus	told	the	parable	of	the	unjust	steward,	the	Pharisees	were	scoff-
ing at Him. Why?

Last week's question: God spoke through Moses in the book of Deuteronomy, and said that He would 
send “extraordinary plagues” and miserable and chronic sicknesses and all the diseases of Egypt upon 
Israel. Why?  Answer: If they would not be careful to observe all the words of the law written in this book 
(Deuteronomy 28:58,59). 
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