
The Lord of hosts is with 
us; The God of Jacob is our 

stronghold

Removing the Veil

The spiritual 
“sheath” is 
removed in 
immersion 

in Jesus’ name.

“And the Father who sent Me, He 
has borne witness of Me. You have 

neither heard His voice at any time, 
nor seen His form”

John 5:37

People from Christ’s churches in Billings, Bozeman, and Missoula
attending the state championship basketball game for the 

Montana Christian Athletic Association
Joseph Shanahan, Luke Jacobs, and Caleb Wilson

key players on championship team

Comfort/encouragement from Second Corinthians …                
                                 

Sin separates a person from his God. “Behold,” thundered the 
Almighty through His prophet Isaiah, “the Lord’s hand is not so 
short that it cannot save; neither is His ear so dull that it cannot 
hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you and 
your God, and your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He 
does not hear” (Isaiah 59:1,2). No exceptions! When a person, male 
or female, is old enough to be able to begin processing at an adult 
level, and he commits his first sin, a spiritual barrier has developed 
between that person and God. That barrier, a spiritual “sheath” 
which drops into the inner man of the now designated “sinner,” is 
called variously the “body of sin” (Romans 6:6), the “body of the 
flesh” (Colossians 2:11), or the “veil over the heart” (2 Corinthians 

3:15). That barrier must be removed before the individual can have fellowship with God, before 
His inner person can begin to see the glory of God in the face of Christ.

t	 Removed in immersion — The apostle Paul, in writing to the brethren in Rome, spoke 
of our knowing “that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might 
be done away with.” This spiritual crucifixion was accomplished in immersion. “For 
if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death,” Paul describes im-
mersion into Christ, “certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection” 
(Romans 6:5,6). Our knowledge of the certainty of the old self crucified, buried, and 
then the new self raised, is based on the teachings concerning immersion that the 
apostle had just previously gone over.

t 	 Removed in immersion — The apostle Paul, in writing to the brethren in Colossae, 
spoke of our having undergone “a circumcision made without hands, in the removal 
of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.” This spiritual circumcision was 
accomplished in immersion. The apostle continued the thought about the “removal 
of the body of flesh” with these words: “having been buried with Him in immersion, 
in which you were raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who 
raised Him from the dead” (Colossians 2:11,12). Our knowledge of the certainty of 
the body of sin removed, and our being buried 
with Christ and raised up with Him, is based 
on our faith in what the word of God clearly 
reveals.

t 	 Removed in immersion — The apostle Paul, in 
writing to the brethren in Corinth, speaks of the 
veil being “removed in Christ” (2 Corinthians 
3:14). The “removal”, or the idea of the veil be-
ing “taken away,” bespeaks of force from the 
hand of God being used to eliminate this bar-
rier between man and God. “In Christ,” is the 
terminology the apostle uses. That phrase, of 
course, brings up the pertinent question, “How does a person enter into Christ?” The 
answer is through “immersion into Christ” (Romans 6:3; Galatians 3:26). “A veil lies 
over their heart,” says Paul of those still outside Christ, “but whenever a man turns 
to the Lord, the veil is taken away” (2 Corinthians 3:16). That, of course, brings up the 
pertinent question, “How does a person turn to the Lord?” The answer is through 
“immersion in the name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 2:38). A comparison of Acts 2:38 and 
Acts 3:19 shows that where immersion is in Acts 2:38, conversion (turning, returning, 
or turning again) is in Acts 3:19. “Repent, and turn again,” Peter had pleaded, “that 
your sins may be wiped away” (Acts 3:19). Thus, whether Paul uses “in Christ,” or 
“turning to the Lord,” he is speaking of the veil’s being removed in immersion.

The spiritual “sheath,” the veil—the barrier that exists between man and God, is removed 
in immersion in Jesus’ name. The expression “turn to the Lord” is used because it brings more 
information about what happens when a person becomes a Christian than can be communicated 
in simply speaking of immersion. The inner man is what actually “turns to the Lord” and can 
now, with unveiled face, behold the glory of the Lord.

Jay Wilson
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