
Comfort/encouragement from Second Corinthians …                
                                 

Moses was a bold man. He had some boldness when he 
struck down the Egyptian slave driver and buried him in the 
sand, but he had to flee to the land of Midian for forty years. In 
that time, he may have lost what boldness he had; when told to 
go to Egypt, his response to God was, “Please, Lord, now send 
the message by whomever You will” [meaning “send the mes-
sage by somebody else”] (Exodus 2:13). But step by step God 
emboldened Moses, and he was able to stand before Pharaoh as 
the one in control of the situation—unmoved and unthreatened 
by Pharoah’s power or ragings. Later, from Mt. Sinai on through 
the travels in the wilderness, Moses had to stand almost single-

handedly before the rebellious sons of Israel. It was with the strength of the Lord and with 
boldness that he repeatedly, with his face shining with the fading glory, delivered the suc-
ceeding sections of the Law to Israel.

u  Glory compared — The “ministry of death,” says Paul, came with the fading 
glory shining in Moses’ face, but the “ministry of the Spirit” came with a much 
greater glory. Moses, as the one who gave his name to the first covenant, was 
a servant in the house, whereas Christ is the Son and the builder of the house, 
“whose house we are” (Hebrews 3:1-6). Hence the covenant bearing the name 
of Christ—“the faith of Christ”—came with a greater glory, “the glory of God in 
the face of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6). While there was some candlepower in the 
brightness of Moses’ face, it was nothing compared to the brightness of the glory 
of God. “For if that which fades away was 
with glory,” avers Paul of the Law, “much 
more that which remains [the faith of Christ] 
is in glory” (2 Corinthians 3:11). 

u  Relation to boldness — After commenting 
on the fact that the faith of Christ is the cov-
enant which remains, Paul adds, “Having 
therefore such a hope, we use great boldness 
in speech” (2 Corinthians 3:12). What is the 
hope to which the apostle refers as the source 
of this boldness? Hope is usually tied to the resurrection of the dead, especially the 
saints of God, on the last day. “I do serve the God of our fathers,” affirmed Paul 
in his testimony before the Roman governor Felix, “believing everything that is 
in accordance with the Law and that is written in the Prophets, having a hope in 
God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrec-
tion of both the righteous and the wicked” (Acts 24:14,15). In another expression, 
speaking of the same thing, Paul had written that “we exult in hope of the glory 
of God” (Romans 5:2). The certainty of the attaining to the glory of God is not in 
doubt; what remains in question, and the reason why the word hope is attached 
to it, is the timing of the brethren’s resurrection to glory. Thus Paul says that in 
having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech. 

But the tie-in to glory is not simply the glory to be attained at the resurrection on the 
last day. “We use great boldness in our speech,” adverts the apostle, “and are not as Moses, 
who used to put a veil over his face” (2 Corinthians 3:13). By great contrast, “we all, with 
unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18). The Christian has glory now, glory 
seen in the shining face of Christ, and this glory is the source of strength and courage in en-
abling the saint to use great boldness in his speech. This is part of the covenant of the Spirit; 
the glory that is seen with the unveiled face is in the realm of faith, as revealed by the word 
of God. What a blessing it is for modern disciples of Christ to be able to operate under the 
terms of the new and unfading covenant, the faith of Christ!

Jay Wilson

Reason for Boldness

This glory is a 
source of strength 

and courage.

“Cease striving, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, I will 

be exalted in the earth.”

“But the witness which I have is greater  
than that of John [the Immerser]; for the 
works which the Father has given Me to 
accomplish, the very works that I do, bear 
witness of Me, that the Father has sent 
Me.”

John 5:36
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finishing up a good day at school
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