
Come, behold the works of the lord, 
who has wrought desolations in the 

earth

“You have sent to John [the Immerser], and 
he has borne witness to the truth. But the 
witness which I receive is not from man, 
but I say these things that you may be 

saved.” 
John 5:33,34

This adequacy was 
far in excess of any-
thing that Solomon 

received.

Servants of the New Covenant
 Comfort/encouragement from Second Corinthians …                
                                 
 

The apostle Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, often exposited 
the superiority of the new covenant over the old. The old covenant, 
or old will, was temporary, and was set aside when the new cov-
enant took effect. With this the writer of Hebrews agrees, working 
off the Old Testament quotation wherein Jesus spoke aforetime by 
the prophet and psalmist David: “Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come 
(in the scroll of the book it is written of me) to do Your will, O God.’” 
(Hebrews 10:7). The inspired writer of the epistle to the Hebrew 
brethren then noted, “He takes away the first in order to establish 
the second.” Then he superadded, for clarity and expansion, “By 
this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:9,10). To be, then, a promul-

gator, expositor, and servant of this will—or covenant—would be a high honor indeed.
n  Source of adequacy — “We are a fragrance of Christ to God among those who are 

being saved and among those who are perishing,” Paul had commented. He followed 
that with this statement, “And who is adequate for these things?” (2 Corinthians 
2:15,16). On a purely human basis, the answer clearly is that no one is adequate. After 
some intersticed comments, the apostle now comes back to the issue of adequacy. 
“And such [great] confidence we have through Christ toward God,” is Paul’s thrust. 
“Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from our-
selves,” he is quick to add, “but our adequacy is from God” (2 Corinthians 3:5). The 
apostle Paul was a leading exponent of the potential performance disciples of Christ 
can exhibit to the world. “Be imitators of me,” he had exhorted the brethren in his 
first epistle to the Corinthians, “just as I also am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). Those 
who oppose the Biblical concept that saints can walk in the character footsteps of 
Christ often take the tack that such men as Paul 
claimed to be able to accomplish this high level 
of performance by their own or mere human 
power. Thus he is emphatic that his adequacy 
is from God!

n  Adequate as servants — Solomon asked for 
wisdom to rule the people of God, and God 
indeed granted his request, plus riches and 
power. But who is greater in the annals of 
God—Solomon, or Paul? Without question, the 
apostle Paul is far superior, particularly in the spiritual realm. So, what did Paul re-
ceive from God? Was it wisdom to rule, or riches, or power? Nope; it was adequacy! 
And adequacy for what? “Our adequacy is from God,” he adverts, “who also made 
us adequate as servants of the new covenant” (2 Corinthians 3:6). Paul, and those who 
worked with him, were given the necessary spiritual tools and character to be able to 
be of major use in modeling and promulgating the principles of the new covenant. 
This adequacy, properly understood, was far in excess of anything that Solomon re-
ceived.

The fact that Paul regarded himself as a servant of the new covenant is interesting. Normal-
ly, people don’t think of themselves as servants of concepts. He had written, in his first epistle, 
“Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of 
God” (1 Corinthians 4:1). There was a type of servanthood connected with the transmission of 
the truthfulness of the mysteries, or the revealed secrets of God. As a servant, then, of the new 
covenant, the apostle is making it clear that this covenant is “not of the letter, but of the Spirit.” 
It is interesting that another name for the new covenant would be the covenant of the Spirit. The 
conceptual differences between the covenant of the Spirit and that which was “of the letter”—the 
Law of Moses—are immense. The fact that Paul was made adequate as a servant of the new cov-
enant, with its emphasis on who the Spirit is and what He does, is evident in the inspired records 
of the New Testament writings. If Paul had not stood for the covenant of the Spirit, as he detailed 
in the epistle to the Galatians, the church as a whole would probably have been gone from the 
surface of the earth forever.
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