
W h a t H appens 
when you die?

“A n hour is com ing , in  wh ich a ll 
who are in  the tombs sha ll hear 

[the Son o f M an ’s] voice , and sha ll

b y  Jay W i ls o n



C o p yrig h t ©  2022 
11th H o u r Press 

30 R ed F ox Lane 
Bozem an , M T  59718 

U .S .A .

“ S c r ip tu re  ta k e n  fro m  th e  N E W  A M E R IC A N  S T A N D A R D  B IB L E ® , 

C o p y r ig h t ©  1 9 6 0 , 1 9 6 2 , 1 9 6 3 , 1 9 6 8 , 1 9 7 1 , 1 9 7 2 , 1 9 7 3 , 1 9 7 5 , 1 9 7 7 , 

1 9 9 5  b y  T h e  L o c k m a n  F o u n d a t io n . U s e d  b y  p e rm is s io n . 
w w w .L o c k m a n .o rg ”

[“ Im m e rs io n ”  a n d  its  d e riv a tiv e s  a re  o fte n  us e d 

as c la r if ic a t io n  o f  “ b a p tis m ”  a n d  its  d e r iv a tiv e s .]

P rin te d  in  U .S .A .

W e b s ite s :
n e w cre a tio n s tu d ie s .o rg

c h r is ts c h u rc h o n lin e .c o m

E m a il:

w ils o n j @ m c n .n e t

mailto:wilsonj@mcn.net


W H A T HAPPENS W H E N  Y O U DIE?

F EAR O F D E A TH
T he fear o f  de a th has a lways p lagued m a n k in d .  A n d  the m od ern , soph is tica ted 

A m eric a n is no d iffe re n t fro m  the mos t p r im i t iv e  peoples o f  the e arth . H is  m in d  so ft �
ened fro m  an overdose o f  T V  and e n te rta inm e n t , the m od ern soph is tica ted A m eric a n 
h urr i e d ly  scours h is o n l in e  news sources or socia l m e d ia  posts, fra n t ic a l ly  search ing 
for in terv ie ws w i t h  those w ho have d ie d and come back to  lif e .

F rom the most p r im i t iv e  o f  peop le to the m od ern soph is tica ted A m eric a n , the 
fe ar o f  de a th ho lds g r im  sway, le av ing its v ic t im s qu iv e r in g  ske le tons long be fore th e y 
are low ered in to  the ground or me e t th e b last o f  the cre m a tion ovens. H ence  th is 
observa tion fro m  the insp ire d sty lus o f  the a u thor o f  H ebrews: T h e y are ch i ldre n 
o f  flesh and b lood “w h o  through fe ar o f  de a th [are] sub jec t to slavery a ll th e ir lives” 
(H ebrews 2:14 ,15).

H o w  a bou t you , friend? Does fear o f  cancer cause y o ur m in d  to me lt? Does the 
fear o f  a he art a tta ck g ive you pre l im in a ry  thrombos is? Does th e  poss ib le loss o f  your 
jo b  because o f  yo ur p o l it ic a l and re lig ious conv ic t ions cause yo ur s tom ach to agitate? 
Does the possib le loss o f  business due to t a k in g  a s trong stand for C hr is t and H is 
church cause your bone  m arrow to shrivel?

H o w  a bou t you , preacher? Does th e possib le loss o f  co l le c t ion revenues preven t 
you fro m  pre ach ing a bou t sin? Does th e possib le d e fe c t ion o f  more  th a n h a l f  o f  your 
congre g a t ion where  you pre ach cause you to pussy foo t inste ad o f  proc la im? Does the 
fe ar o f  e a rth ly a u thorit ie s cause you to comprom ise?

I f  yo ur answer to any o f  these questions is Y E S , th e n , bro th er, you are a slave o f  
th e d e v il w ho has k e p t you in  bondage thro u g h  yo ur fe ar o f  de a th .

D ro p  yo ur N a tio n a l E nqu irer. F orge t th e  ignora n t com m e n ts on socia l med ia . 
Q u i t  p a y ing a tt e n t io n  to those in terv ie ws w i t h  those s i l ly  dece ived souls w ho have 
m e t the O u tc a s t A ng e l —  c lo th e d decep tive ly as an ange l o f  l ig h t  —  in  the shadowy 
rea lms o f  ne ar-dea th . Ignore  th e te s t im ony o f  those p i t i f u l  souls w ho are bound for 
the fires o f  he ll and the im m e d ia te  torm e n t o f  Hades, w h o  have been dece ived in to 
th in k in g  th a t e v ery th ing on th e  o th er side o f  de a th is Paradise fo r everyone .

P ick up yo ur B ib le . Read there the t e s t im ony o f  th e  o n ly  O n e  w h o  has been to 
the o th e r side o f  de a th , and has come back to t e l l us a bou t i t .  L is te n to H im  who 
conquered de a th , no t o n ly  for H im s e lf , b u t fo r a ll w ho  w o u ld  ob e y H is  gospel!

N E T H E R-N E T H E R LA N D
O f  th e Mess iah i t  was w r it t e n : “ F or You w i l l  n o t a b andon M y  sou l to Sheol, 

n e ith e r w i l l  You a l low Y our H o ly  O n e  to undergo decay”  (Psa lm 16:10). W h a t  is th is 
“ Sheo l” ?

“ Sheo l”  is th e  H e bre w w ord  used to describe th e  re a lm o f  the grave , and w h a t lies 
beyond . Sheol describes th e  n e th er w or ld ,  where  th e  s p ir it a nd sou l o f  th e  in d iv id u a l 
have l e f t the body to mou ld er, and passed in to  th e  w o r ld  o f  “ the unseen” . C onc ern ing 
the passing o f  sou l and s p ir it  fro m  earth , James sa id, “ th e  body w i t h o u t  the s p ir it is 
dead”  (James 2:26).

O n  the day o f  Pentecost, 30 A D ,  ju s t 50 days fo l lo w in g  Jesus’ re surre c tion from



the dead, and ju s t 10 days fo l lo w in g  H is  ascension in to  heaven, th e  apostle Peter 
s tood in  the te m p le  and proc la im e d for th e f irs t t im e  th e  gospe l o f  Jesus C hris t . 
P rov ing th a t Jesus was cruc if ie d was no prob le m ; prov ing th a t H e  was resurrected 
re qu ire d more  e ffort . S ince he was pre a ch ing to a Jew ish aud ience , Pe ter quo te d the 
O ld  T estam en t scrip tures in  ord er to back h is ow n eyew itness a ccoun t o f  the resur�
re c t ion . H e  needed a “ Thus says th e  Lord ,”  to v e r ify  h is observa tions to  an in t e l l ig e n t ,  
th in k in g  aud ience . O n e  o f  those w h ic h  P e ter quo te d was Psa lm 16:10: “ You w i l l  n o t 
a b a ndon M y  sou l to H ades , n or a l low  Y our H o ly  O n e  to undergo decay”  (Acts 2:27).

Inste ad o f  c a l ling Sheo l by its H e bre w  name , Pe ter is re porte d as c a l ling th e 
n e th er w o r ld  by its Gre ek name , “ H ades” .

H ades is n o t the lake o f  fire  th a t is ca lled “ h e l l” . H e l l  is the Gre ek w ord  “ Ge �
h e n n a ”, d e r iv in g  its name fro m  th e  garbage d um p on the sou th side o f  Jerusa lem . 
“ H ades”  was th e  w ord  used to describe th e genera l re a lm con t a in in g  the sp irits and 

souls o f  the dead.
In  Luk e  16, Jesus to ld  th e  tru e  s tory  o f  a rich  m a n w ho d ied , and o f  La zarus —  

a beggar w ho used to ge t the crumbs w h ic h  f e l l fro m  the rich  m a n ’s tab le —  w ho 
also d ied . O f  th e  r ic h  m a n i t  is w r it t e n : “A n d  in  H ades he l if t e d  up h is eyes, be ing 
in  torm e n t , a nd saw A bra h a m  far away, and Lazarus in  h is bosom . A n d  he crie d ou t 
a nd sa id ‘ F a ther A bra h a m , have m ercy on me , and send Lazarus, th a t he m a y d ip  the 
t ip  o f  h is f ing er in  w a ter and coo l o f f  m y  tongue; for I am in  agony in  th is fla m e . ’ ”  
(Luk e  16:23 ,24).

The bad p art o f  H ades is obv ious ly n o t some w o n d e rfu l place , where  the soul 
feels v ibra n t ly  free , as some w o u ld  have you be lieve the n e th er w o r ld  to be. I t  is a 
place o f  torm e n t!

H o w  d id  Jesus know? H e  crea ted H ades . H e  is the O n e  w ho knows a bou t the 
s p ir itu a l re a lm , as H e  even po in t e d  o u t d u r in g  th e days o f  H is  e a rth ly so journ , “ N o  
one has ascended to heaven, b u t H e  w ho descended fro m  heaven, even the Son o f  
M a n ”  (John 3:13). T h a t s ta tem en t was pre faced w i t h  th is po ign a n t com m e n t from  
the Lord , “ I f  I to ld  you e arth ly th ings and yo u  do n o t be lieve , h o w  w i l l  you be lieve 
i f  I  t e l l you he aven ly th ings?”  (John 3:12). H e  is jus t try in g  to ge t us to und ers ta nd 
the w a y i t  is.

Lazarus made i t  in to  the com forta b le  spo t in  Sheol. “ B u t A bra h a m sa id [to the 
r ich  m an in  H a d e s], ‘ C h i ld ,  rem ember th a t d u r in g  yo ur lif e  you rece ived good th ings , 
and likew ise  La zarus bad th ings; b u t now  he is be ing com forte d here , and you are in  
agony. A n d  besides a ll th is , be twe en us and you there is a gre a t chasm fixed , in  ord er 
th a t those w ho w ish to come over fro m  here to you m ay n o t be able , and th a t none 
m a y cross over fro m  there to us .’ ”  (Luk e  16:25 ,26).

Lazarus was in  c o m fort; th e  r ich  m a n was in  agony in  th e  place genera lly term e d 
“ H ades .” I t  is s ign if ic a n t th a t Jesus to ld  the t h i e f  on  the cross: “ T ru ly  I say to you , 
tod a y you sha ll be w i t h  M e  in  Paradise”  (Luke  23:43). S ince Jesus w e n t to H ades , i t  
is cle ar th a t the name for the good p a rt o f  H ades is “ Paradise.”

A t  the t im e  o f  Jesus’ de a th , th e n , H ades was “dow n .”  Jacob, upon  le arn ing w h a t 
he perce ived to  be the de a th o f  h is fa vorite  son Joseph, comm e n te d , “ Sure ly I w i l l  go 
dow n to Sheol in  m o urn in g  fo r m y  son”  (G enesis 37:35). S ince we know  th a t A bra �
ham , Isaac, a nd Jacob are in  th e  same loca le , we kn o w  th a t “A bra h a m ’s bosom”  was



“ d ow n .”  The “ Paradise”  to w h ic h  Jesus and th e  t h i e f  en tered was th ere fore  “dow n .”  
The apostle con f irm e d th is p o in t  in  these words: “ N o w  th is expression , ‘ H e  ascend �
ed,’ w h a t does i t  me an except th a t H e  a lso h a d descended in to  th e  low er parts o f  the 
e arth?”  (Ephesians 4:9).

T h e  scrip ture  th e n speaks o f  C h r is t ’s ascension (n o t m u l t ip l e  “ ascensions” ). The 
w r i t e r o f  H ebrews is e mph a t ic th a t C h r is t “ entered the h o ly  place once for a ll, h a v ing 
ob ta in e d e terna l re d e m p t ion ”  (H ebrews 9:12). The t im in g  o f  th is occurrence was 
w h e n Jesus led the apostles to th e M o u n t  o f  O live s fo r ty  days a fter H is b o d i ly  resur�
re c t ion fro m  th e  dead. The angels w ho appe ared to the apostles as th e y were w a tch ing 
Jesus d isappe ar in to the c loud thus described th e  L ord  as “ th is Jesus, w ho has been 
taken up in to  heaven”  (Acts 1:11).

W h a t  happened w h e n H e  ascended? T he apostle Paul loose ly quotes th e  O ld  
T es tam en t Psalm, “ W h e n  H e  ascended on h igh , H e  led cap tive a hos t o f  captives, 
and H e  gave g ifts to  m en”  (E phesians 4 :8) . Those “ captives”  were the souls w h ich  
o therw ise  w o u ld  have been trapped in  H ades (a lb e it th e  “ good p a rt” ) forever, w h ich  
H e  to o k  upw ard w ith  H im  w h e n H e  ascended. “ I am ,”  sa id Jesus, as recorded b y  the 
apostle John in  R eve la tion ’s f irs t v is ion , “ the l iv in g  O n e ; and I was dead, and beho ld , 
I am a live forevermore , and I have th e  keys o f  de a th and o f  H ades”  (R eve la tion 1:18). 
T he L ord  Jesus used those “ keys” to  open the w a y fo r th e  souls th a t were “dow n ”  to 
now  be l if t e d  up .

T h e  apostle Paul had a “ near de a th”  experience , to w h ic h  he re ferred in  e xhort ing 
the bre thre n in  C or in th .  “ I kn o w  a m a n in  C hr is t ,”  sta ted he , spe ak ing som ewha t 
o b l iq u e ly  so as no t to dra w too m u ch  a tt e n t io n  to h im s e lf , “w ho fourte e n years ago 
—  w h e th er in  the body I do n o t  know , or o u t o f  the body I do n o t know , G od 
knows —  such a man was caught up to the th ird  heaven” ( II  C or in th ia n s  12:3). As he
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rephrased the p o in t ,  he sta ted i t  th is way, “A n d  I k n o w  h o w  such a m an —  w h e th er 
in  th e body or apart fro m  th e  body I do n o t  know , G od  knows —  was caught up in to  
P aradise , and he ard inexpress ib le words , w h ic h  a m a n is n o t p e rm it t e d  to speak” (II  
C or in th ia n s  12:4). Paradise, w h ich  used to be down p r io r to Jesus’ ascension, is n o w  
up\

N o  m an , sa id the apostle Paul, is p e rm it t e d  to speak o f  th ings w h ic h  he has seen 
in  th e  n e th er w or ld .  W e have the w r it in g s  o f  Moses , th e prophe ts , and the apostles 
—  he ar th e m , and live!

Paradise is the place where the C hr is t ia n  w a its for th e  resurrec tion from  the dead, 
apart fro m  h is body . Paul wro te : “ W e are o f  good courage , I say, and pre fer ra th er 
to be absent fro m  the body a nd to be a t hom e  w i t h  the L o rd ”  (II  C or in th ia ns 5:8).

H o w  can you ga in Paradise? “ R epent, and l e t each o f  you be imm ersed in  the 
name o f  Jesus C hr is t for the forgiveness o f  yo ur sins, a nd you w i l l  receive the g i f t  o f  
the H o ly  S p ir it”  (Acts 2:38).

R E SURR E C TIO N F R OM T H E  D E AD
“ You me an th a t w h e n I d ie ,”  someone asks. “ I  don ’t  go to heaven or h e ll r ig h t  

away?”
“ T h a t ’s r ig h t ,”  the answer comes. “ W h e n  yo u  d ie  you go to Paradise or Hades, 

d e p e nd ing on wh e th er you have obeyed th e  gospe l or n o t .”
“ W h e n  do I go to heaven or he ll?”
The N e w  T estam ent w r it in g s  o ft e n speak o f  “ th e  day o f  the L ord  w h ich  comes 

l ik e  a t h i e f  in  th e  n ig h t” (I Thessa lonians 5:2). O n  th is day o f  th e L ord  w h ich  comes 
l ik e  a th ie f , we are in form e d  th a t the dead in  C hr is t sha ll rise, th e n we w ho are a live 
a nd re m a in sha ll be caugh t up tog e th er w i t h  th e m  in  the c louds to me e t th e  L ord  in  

the a ir (I Thessa lonians 4:16 ,17).
So w h e n the writ e rs o f  th e N e w  T es tam en t speak o f  the “ day o f  the L ord  w h ic h  

comes lik e  a t h i e f  ” we kn o w  w h ic h  day o f  th e L ord  is in  view . L is te n to Peter then: 
“ B u t the day o f  the Lord  w i l l  come l ik e  a th ie f , in  w h ic h  the heavens w i l l  pass away 
w i t h  a roar a nd the e lements w i l l  be destroyed w i t h  in tense hea t, and the e arth and 
its w orks w i l l  be burn e d up ”  ( II  Pe ter 3:10).

Peter c le arly and p l a in ly  says th a t there  is co m in g  a day wh e n Jesus re turns th a t 
w i l l  term in a te  the p lane t e arth . F urth erm ore , i t  is c le ar th a t on th a t day w h e n p la n e t 
e arth is term in a te d , those in  C hr is t are resurrected . Those w ho lo o k  for l it e ra l f u l f i l l �
m e n t o f  proph e cy w o u ld  do w e ll to pay care fu l a t t e n t io n  to II  Peter 3:10 .

There is a no th er p l a in  s ta tem en t in  th e  N e w  T estam en t th a t is w or th y  o f  o ur 
a tt e n t io n  conc ern ing the resurrec tion o f  th e  dead. L is te n to the words o f  our L ord  
Jesus H im s e lf: “ D o n o t m arve l a t th is; for an h o ur is com ing , in  w h ich  a ll w h o  are in  
the tombs sha ll he ar H is  vo ice , and sha ll come fo r th ; those w ho d id  the good deeds, 
to a re surre c tion o f  lif e , those w ho co m m it t e d  th e  ev il deeds to a resurrec tion o f  ju d g �
m e n t”  (John 5:28 ,29). Jesus sa id th a t an h o ur was com ing in  w h ich  < t//who were in  
the tombs w o u ld  come for th .  T h is inc ludes n o n- C hr is t i a n  dead as w e ll as C hr is t ia n  
dead. A n d  Jesus sa id th a t th is resurre c tion w o u ld  occur a t an hour. Those w ho lo o k  
fo r l it e ra l fu l f i l lm e n t  o f  proph e cy w o u ld  do w e l l to pay a tt e n t ion to John 5:28 ,29 .

A f t e r Jesus fed the five thousand w i t h  five barley loaves and tw o fish. H e  used



th a t event as a springbo ard to te ach ing a bou t th e  L o rd ’s Supper a nd p a rt ic ip a t io n  
in  H is  body a nd b lood .  “ Un less you eat th e  flesh o f  th e  Son o f  M a n  a nd d r in k  H is  
b lood , you have no l if e  in  yourse lves .”  A f t e r m a k ing th is b lockbus ter s ta te m e n t to the 
Jews congrega ted in  th e  synagogue a t C apern a um , H e  superadded , “ H e  w ho eats M y  
flesh and dr inks m y  b lood has e terna l l ife , a nd I w i l l  raise H im  up o n  the last day” 
(John 6:53 ,54). Those w ho are thus p a rt ic ip a t in g  are C hris t ia ns; th e  k e y p o in t  here 
in  th is d iscuss ion is th a t those w h o  are tru e  d isc ip les o f  the L ord  w i l l  be ra ised up on 
the last day! W h e n  th e  last tru m p e t b lows and th e  L ord  descends w i t h  a shou t, a ll the 
dead w i l l  be ra ised, a nd th is w i l l  be the last day; there is n o t a seven-ye ar tr ib u l a t io n  
p e riod p lus a no th er one thousa nd years a fter th is .

T he apostle Paul sta ted th a t he be lieved “ e v ery th ing th a t is in  accordance w i t h  
the Law, and th a t is w r i t t e n  in  th e  Prophe ts; h a v ing a hope  w h ic h  these m en cherish 
themse lves, th a t there  sha ll c e rt a in ly be a resurre c tion o f  b o th  the righ te ous and the 
w ick e d ”  (Acts 24 :14 ,15) .  B u t there is an ord er to th e “re surre c tion .”  W h e n  Jesus 
spoke o f  th e  events conn e c te d w i t h  th e end o f  tim e , H e  emphasiz ed th a t there was an 
ord er in  w h ic h  th e  n e w ly resurrected ascend for Judgm e n t . “ So i t  w i l l  be a t the end 
o f  th e  age,” H e  in form e d  us, “ the angels sha ll come for th ,  and take o u t  the w ick e d 
fro m  a mong th e  righ te ous , and w i l l  cast th e m  in to  the furnace o f  fire ; there  sha ll be 
w e e p ing and gn a sh ing o f  te e th”  (M a tth e w  13:49). H e  made a v ery s im i l a r p o in t  in 
a no th er parab le: “ T h e  Son o f  M a n  w i l l  send fo r th  H is  angels and th e y w i l l  ga ther ou t 
o f  H is  k in g d o m  a l l s tu m b l in g  b locks , and those w ho c o m m it lawlessness, and w i l l  
cast th e m in to  th e  furn a ce  o f  fire ; in  th a t place there sha ll be w e e p ing a nd gnash ing o f  
te e th . T h e n th e  righ te ous w i l l  sh ine fo r th  as the sun in  th e  k in g d o m  o f  th e ir F a ther” 
(M a tth e w  13 :41-43). E ven i f  th e y are ins id e  the church , h a v ing be en prop e r ly  im �
mersed in to  C hr is t ,  b u t are l iv in g  a c orru p t o r luk e w arm  lif es ty le , th e y w i l l  be taken 
f irs t w i t h  th e rest o f  the w ick e d . As the L ord  look e d back on the days o f  the F lood o f  
N o a h ’s tim e , H e  spoke o f  th e  w ick e d  in  these terms: “ th e y d id  n o t und ers ta nd u n t i l 
the F lood came a nd to o k  th e m  a ll away”  (M a t th e w  24:39) . W h o  was “ taken ,”  and 
w ho was “ le ft?”  C le a r ly  the “ bad guys”  were “ taken ,”  a nd N o a h and fa m ily , th e  “ good 
guys,” were “ l e f t .”  “ So sha ll the com ing o f  the Son o f  M a n  be ,”  no te d Jesus H im s e lf . 
“ Then there sha ll be tw o m e n in  th e  f ie ld; one w i l l  be taken , and one w i l l  be l e ft . Two 
w om e n w i l l  be g r in d in g  a t the m i l l ;  one w i l l  be taken , and one w i l l  be l e f t ”  (M a tth e w  
24:39-41). I t  w i l l  be the “ bad guys and bad g irls”  w ho  w i l l  be “ ta ke n ,”  and i t  w i l l  be 
th e  “ good guys a nd good g irls”  w ho  w i l l  be “ l e ft .”

T h is is v e r if i e d  in  the care fu l w o rd in g  o f  th e apostle P aul as he answers some 
questions a bou t th e  re surre c tion o f  th e  dead and th e  L o rd ’s second com ing . In  de �
scrib ing Jesus’ re turn ,  he notes , “we w ho are a live , a nd re m a in u n t i l  th e  com ing o f  the 
Lord , sha ll n o t  precede those w h o  have fa lle n asleep”  (I Thessa lon ians 4 :15) .  S im i l a r �
ly, he adds, “ T h e n w e  w ho are a live and re m a in  sha ll be caugh t up tog e th er w i t h  th e m 
in  the c louds”  (I Thessa lon ians 4 :17) . T he reason the f a i th fu l sa ints are described as 
“ those w ho are a live and re m a in”  is because there  w i l l  be m a ny w ho w i l l  be phys ic a lly 
a live a t Jesus’ second com ing , b u t  w ho  w i l l  be ta k e n w i t h  th e  w ick e d  and w i l l  there �
fore n o t be th ere  w h e n  th e sa ints are to be taken up; th e y w i l l  n o t re m a in .

There is, th e n , an ord er in  w h ic h  the resurrected w i l l  be l if t e d  o f f  th e  e arth: 1) 
A l l  the sp irits/sou ls in  Paradise w i l l  come w i t h  Jesus, h i t  th e  ground , and ge t th e ir



resurrec tion bod ies; 2) a ll th e  sp irits/sou ls o f  those in  H ades w i l l  com e to  e arth , h i t  
the ground , and ge t th e ir re surre c tion bod ies; 3) everyone a live on e arth w i l l  be in �
s ta n t ly tra ns form e d; th e ir m or t a l bod ies w i l l  be changed in to  im m or t a l bod ies; 4) the 
non-C hris t ia ns w i l l  be taken for ju d g m e n t; 5) the C hris t ia ns w ho h a d passed on to 
Paradise w i l l  be ta ke n to appear be fore the ju d g m e n t bar; 6) the C hris t ia ns w ho w i l l  
be s t i l l a live on e arth a t the L o rd ’s re turn  w i l l  be the last to go and appe ar be fore the 
jud g m e n t bar o f  C hr is t .

W e have estab lished th is  fact: W h e n  Jesus re turns , a ll th e  dead —  C hr is t ia n  and 
no n-C hr is t i a n  —  sha ll be resurrected , and th e e arth w i l l  be destroyed .

W h a t happens a fter th e  resurrection? Read on .

BE F ORE T H E  JU D G M E N T BAR
John described every m a n ’s fa te in  the c los ing scenes o f  R eve la tion . “A n d  I saw a 

grea t w h it e  thron e  a nd H im  w ho sat upon  i t ,  fro m  whose presence e arth a nd heaven 
fle d away, and no p lace was fo u n d  fo r th e m . A n d  I saw th e  dead, th e  gre a t a nd the 
sm a ll, s ta nd ing be fore th e  thron e , and books were opened; and a no th er b o o k  was 
opened , w h ic h  is th e  b o o k  o f  lif e ; and the dead were judg e d fro m  th e  th ings w h ic h  
were w r it t e n  in  the books , a ccord ing to th e ir deeds.

“A n d  th e sea gave up th e  dead w h ic h  were in  i t ,  and de a th a nd H ades gave up 
th e  dead w h ic h  were i n  th e m; and th e y were judg ed , every one o f  th e m  a ccord ing to 
th e ir deeds. A n d  d e a th and H ades were thro w n  in  the lake o f  fire . T h is is th e  second 
de a th , the lake o f f ire . A n d  i f  anyone ’s name was n o t fo u n d  w r i t t e n  in  th e  b o o k  o f  life , 
he was thro w n  in to  th e  lake o f  f ire .”  (R eve la tions 20:11-15).

A l l  the dead —  gre a t a nd sma ll, C hr is t ia n  and n o n- C hr is t i a n  —  w i l l  appe ar be �
fore th e  gre a t w h it e  thron e . Paul w arns C hris t ia ns a bou t th is: “ F or we m us t a ll appear 
be fore th e ju d g m e n t seat o f  C hr is t ,  th a t each one m a y be recompensed fo r h is deeds

J O U R N E Y  O F  T H E  S O U L  F R O M  T H E  N E T H E R  W O R L D  T O  J U D G M E N T  A N D  B E Y O N D

v  H E A V E N
E t e rn a l h o m e  i n  G od 's  Presence

H E LL
T h e  e t e rn a l la k e  o f  F ire

C HR iST'S THE
R ETURN JU D G M E N T

Note: The re turn o f C hris t causes tim e to stop , so judgment occurs simultaneously w ith the Resurrection.



in  th e body , a ccord ing to w h a t he has done , w h e th er good or bad”  ( II  C orin th ia ns
5 : 10) .

W h ere  w i l l  yo u  be fo l lo w in g  your appearance be fore th e  ju d g m e n t seat? I f  you 
have be lieved in  C hr is t (Acts 16:31), i f  you have re pen ted o f  your sins (II Peter 3:9), 
i f  you have confessed th a t Jesus is the C h r is t (Acts 8:37; Romans 10:9 ,10), and i f  you 
have been im m ers e d to have yo ur sins forg iv e n and to  rece ive the g i f t  o f  the H o ly  
S p ir it (Acts 2 :38 ; A c ts 22:16; Romans 6:l-l l; C o loss ia ns 2 :12-14; I Peter 3:21; John 
3:5; T itu s  3 :5 , and o thers), th e n yo ur nam e is w r i t t e n  in  the L a m b ’s book o f  life . A l l  
you need to  do fro m  th a t p o in t  is to cru c ify  yo urs e lf da ily , take up your cross, and 
con t inu e  ste adfast in  the f a ith  —  n o t fors a k ing the assemb ling o f  yours e lf w i t h  the 
sa ints on th e  f irs t day o f  th e  we ek as is the h a b it o f  some; and to deve lop your new 
cre a t ion in  th e  grace o f  the perfec t law. T h e n y o ur nam e w i l l  re m a in in  the book o f  
lif e , and you are guarante ed yo ur hom e in  heaven. I f  yo u  have n o t obeyed the gospe l, 
you are guaran te ed th e e n tire  vengeance o f  G od  on th e  day th a t Jesus re turns . “ W h e n  
the L ord  Jesus [is] revea led fro m  heaven w i t h  H is  m ig h ty  angels in  f l a m ing fire , [H e  
w i l l  dea l] o u t re tr ib u t io n  to those w ho do n o t k n o w  G o d  and to those w ho do no t 
obey the gospe l o f  o ur L ord  Jesus. A n d  these w i l l  p a y the p e n a lty o f  e terna l destruc �
t io n  away fro m  th e  presence o f  the L ord  and fro m  th e  g lory  o f  H is  power, wh e n H e  
comes to  be g lor if i e d  in  H is  sa ints on th a t day, and to  be m arve led a t a mong a ll w ho 
have be lieved .. .”  ( I I  Thessa lonians 1:7-10).

A TASTE O F T H E  R E SURR E C TIO N
O n e  o f  th e  p r im a ry  purposes o f  C h r is t i a n i ty  is to  remove fear o f  de a th from  the 

C hr is t ia n  —  s ince Jesus conquered de a th in  H is  re surre c tion . The sa in t, for example , 
is n o t to fe ar those w ho can o n ly  k i l l  th e  body , b u t to  fe ar H im  w h o  is able to destroy 
b o th  body a nd sou l in  h e ll. T he prop er fe ar o f  G od  he lps to remove fear o f  men and 
fear o f  de a th . T h e  tru e  ch i ldre n  o f  G od  thus “ e n trus t th e ir souls to a f a i th fu l C re a tor 
in  d o in g  w h a t is r ig h t”  (I Peter 4:19).

T he w r i t e r o f  H ebrews speaks o f  C hris t ia ns as those w ho “ have tasted o f  th e 
he aven ly g i f t  a nd have been made partakers o f  the H o ly  S p ir it ,  and have tasted the 
good w ord  o f  G o d  and the powers o f  the age to com e ”  (H ebrews 6 :4 ,5). The purpose 
o f  th e  “ taste”  is to w h e t our appe tites fo r th e age to come , and in  so do ing cause 
departure  fro m  th e  e arth to be , a t th e  least, an in s ig n if ic a n t th in g  and , a t the most, 
a ve ry jo y fu l  event.

A m o n g  th e  m os t im p or t a n t o f  tastes o f  the age to come is sh aring in  C hr is t ’s 
resurrec tion . W e  k n o w  th a t a t th e  last tru m p e t we sha ll be resurrected —  our sp irits 
sha ll re turn  w i t h  C hr is t and jo in  n e w bod ies as th e y burs t f o r th  fro m  th e ir graves. To 
prepare us fo r th e  s e curity o f  such an event, G o d  has des igned C hr is t ia n  imm ers ion . 
N o t  o n ly  are w e  bur i e d  w i t h  C hr is t in  th is obed ience o f  f a ith , b u t more  im port a n t ly ,  
we are a lso re surrec ted thro u g h  f a ith  in  th e  op e ra t ion o f  G od . “ T here fore , we have 
been burie d  w i t h  H im  thro u g h  im m ers ion in to  d e a th , in  ord er th a t as C hr is t was 
ra ised fro m  th e  dead through th e  g lory  o f  the F a ther, so we too m ig h t  w a lk  in  n e w �

ness o f  l i f e ”  (R om ans 6:4).
G od has des igned C hr is t ia n  im m ers ion to b u ry  the o ld m a n w i t h  C hris t . M ore  

im p ort a n t ly ,  G o d  has des igned C hr is t ia n  im m e rs io n  s p ir itu a l ly  to  resurrect th e  new



m a n w i t h  C hris t in  pre p ara t ion for th e  actua l re surre c tion o f  the body a t th e  end o f  
t im e .  As H e  approached th e  to m b  o f  La zarus, Jesus used H is  conversa tion w i t h  M a r �
th a  as a te ach ing m o m e n t for a ll the rest o f  us. “ I  am the resurre c tion a nd th e  l if e ,” 
sa id the Lord . “ H e w ho believes i n  M e  sha ll live  even i f  he dies.” W o n d e rfu l! B u t th e n 
th e  C hr is t added these pow erfu l words: “ E veryone w ho lives and be lieves i n  M e  sh a ll 
never d ie "  (John 11:25 ,26)!!

Those w ho deny the im port a nc e  o f  im m ers ion in  sa lva tion d e ny themse lves the 
G od-ord a in e d taste o f  the re surre c tion w h ic h  is ye t to come . Those w h o  d e ny the 
im port a nc e  o f  im m ers ion in  s a lva tion d e ny themse lves the se curity th a t can r ig h t f u l ly  
b e long to one in  C hris t , and in  so d o in g  w o rk  hard in  d e ve lop ing m a n-m a d e  schemes 
o f  security , such as “ once in  grace , a lways in  grace” . Such m a n-m a d e  subs titu te s p ro �
v id e  l i t t l e  security now , and w i l l  be ch a f f w h e n the Lord  threshes o u t th e  he arts o f  
m e n be fore the ju d g m e n t seat.

B u t for those o f  us w ho be lieve a nd k n o w  th e  tru th ,  we can press forw a rd  in  fu l l  
assurance o f  fa ith , kn o w in g  th a t we have a lre ady d ie d in  C hris t , and th a t  we have 
tasted o f  the resurrec tion and k n o w  th a t i t  is good .

The f a i th fu l C hr is t ia n  has n o th in g  to fe ar fro m  de a th , for he know s wh ere  he is 
go ing , and he knows th a t n o th in g  can separate h im  fro m  the love o f  G od .

“ F or you have n o t rece ived a s p ir it  o f  s lavery le a d ing to fear aga in, b u t  yo u  have 
rece ived a S p ir it o f  adop tion  as sons b y  w h ic h  we cry  ou t, ‘Abba ! F a ther!’ ”  (R om ans 
8 :15) . T h is in d w e l l in g  S p ir it is th e  guarante e o f  th e  C hris t ia n ’s pos itiv e  resurrec �
t io n  fro m  the dead (as con tras ted to th e  “nega tive”  re surrec tion to ju d g m e n t w h ic h  
is th e  lo t  o f  the n o n- C hr is t i a n) .  “ N o w  H e  w ho establishes us w i t h  you in  C hr is t 
and a no in t e d us is G o d ,” were th e  apostle P au l’s pow erfu l and e ncoura g ing words , 
“w h o  also sealed us and gave us th e  S p ir it  in  o ur hearts as a p ledge” (II  C or in th ia n s  
1:21 ,22). The term “p ledge”  is som e tim es trans la ted “ dow n p a ym e n t”  o r “ earnest.” 
The ide a is th a t G od has purchased a p iece o f  rea l estate (the body o f  th e  s a in t) and 
has c urre n t ly  p u t  “ th e  earnest m on e y d ow n ”  as H is  guarante e th a t H e  w i l l  f in is h  the 
dea l a t th e  resurrec tion o f  the dead o n  th e last day. “ You were sealed in  H im  w i t h  the 
H o ly  S p ir it o f  prom ise ,”  asseverated th e  apostle P aul, “w ho is g iven as a p ledge o f  our 
inh erita nc e , w i t h  a v ie w  to the re d e m p t ion  o f  G o d ’s ow n possession, to th e  pra ise o f  
H is  g lory ”  (E phesians 1:12 ,13). T he “re d e m p t ion o f  G od ’s own possession”  is w h e n 
the C hr is t ia n  receives H is  p erm a n e n t re surre c tion body a t C hr is t ’s second com ing , 
w h ic h  u lt im a t e ly  was w h a t C hr is t purchased w i t h  H is  ow n b lood .

T h e  im p or t a n t pra c t ic a l qu e s tion th e n is one Paul asked some d isc ip les in  E phe �
sus, “ D id  you receive th e  H o ly  S p ir it  w h e n  you be lieved?” (Acts 19:2). T h e  fo l lo w -u p  
qu e s tion is e qu a lly im p or t a n t ,  “ In t o  w h a t were you imm erse d” (Acts 19:3) . Those 
w ho rece ive the re surre c tion to l if e  are the ch i ldre n  o f  G od . “ F or you are a ll sons o f  
G od  thro u g h  f a ith in  C hr is t Jesus. F or a ll o f  you w ho were  imm erse d in to  C hr is t 
have c lo th e d yourse lves w i t h  C hr is t”  (G a la tians 3:26 ,27). A  person w ho is pro p e r ly  
imm erse d in to  C hr is t receives the in d w e l l in g  S p ir it  in  h is im m ers ion .

There  is no more  im p o r t a n t  qu e s t ion fo r an in d iv id u a l to cons ider th a n th is one , 
“ W h a t  happens w h e n yo u  die?”  M a k e  c erta in th a t yo u  are on  the side , d e f in e d o n ly  
by th e  scrip ture , where  you w i l l  n o t  be cast in to  th e lake o f  fire , b u t ra th er share the 
g lorie s o f  C hr is t for a l l e tern ity .
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